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House of Representatives
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. SIMPSON). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC, 
April 30, 2003. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable MICHAEL K. 
SIMPSON to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

f 

PRAYER 

Rabbi Manny Behar, Executive Direc-
tor, Queens Jewish Community Coun-
cil, Forest Hills, New York, offered the 
following prayer: 

Today people around the world re-
member the martyrdom of 6 million 
Jews who perished in the Holocaust. 
We also remember the leadership 
shown in this very Chamber, and the 
courage of our Armed Forces who 
brought an end to the Holocaust by de-
feating the Nazi regime. 

Today, as always, we as a Nation 
stand for freedom and opportunity for 
ourselves and for all people. Once 
again, the men and women of this great 
body are called upon to make decisions 
that will impact on the future of indi-
viduals, of nations, of all humankind. 
Certainly such an awesome responsi-
bility demands that we turn to God in 
prayer. 

May God on this day and every day 
grant all the Members of the House of 
Representatives the wisdom to make 
the decisions that will make a nation 
and a world where all may enjoy peace, 
freedom, and opportunity. May you go 
from strength to strength in the serv-
ice of God’s children. 

May God continue to grant success to 
our soldiers in Iraq, Afghanistan, and 

around the world. May they speedily 
achieve their mission and return home 
to the embrace of their families, and 
may God always bestow his blessings 
on the United States of America. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Nebraska (Mr. TERRY) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. TERRY led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Mr. 
Monahan, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed a Concur-
rent Resolution of the following title 
in which the concurrence of the House 
is requested:

S. Con. Res. 39. Concurrent resolution sup-
porting the goals and ideals of St. Tammany 
Day on May 1, 2003, as a national day of rec-
ognition for Tamanend and the values he 
represented.

The message also announced that 
pursuant to Public Law 105–83, the 
Chair, on behalf of the Democratic 
Leader, announces the appointment of 
the Senator from Nevada (Mr. REID) as 
a member of the National Council on 
the Arts, vice the Senator from Illinois 
(Mr. DURBIN).

WELCOMING RABBI MANNY 
BEHAR, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 
QUEENS JEWISH COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL 
(Mr. WEINER asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, it is ap-
propriate that today, as we commemo-
rate Yom Hashoah, the commemora-
tion of the Holocaust here in Wash-
ington, DC, that I ask the House to join 
me in welcoming Rabbi Manny Behar, 
who gave the invocation this morning. 

Rabbi Behar is one of the most 
prominent spiritual leaders in the 
Queens community. Since 1992, he has 
been the executive director of the 
Queens Jewish Community Council, an 
umbrella organization for more than 90 
synagogues and Jewish institutions 
throughout our borough. 

In this position, he oversees a net-
work of social service programs which 
include every service we can imagine, 
from counseling for victims of Sep-
tember 11 to assistance for homebound 
elderly to food distribution to job 
placement and training. 

Rabbi Behar should feel at home here 
in the halls of Congress, because before 
coming to the Queens Jewish Commu-
nity Council he had a distinguished ca-
reer working in government. He was 
special assistant to Queens Borough 
president Claire Shulman, where he 
played a critical role in obtaining the 
historic New York State Supreme 
Court decision upholding the validity 
of Eruvim under American law. 

During his tenure working for New 
York City controller Elizabeth 
Holtzman, he did research which led to 
the first conviction of an American 
company for participating in the Arab 
boycott of Israel. 

It is my pleasure to also welcome 
Rabbi Behar’s wife Evelyn, his two 
sons Moshe David and Nathan Ben-
jamin, his father Moshe, and his cous-
ins, Shalom and Cynthia Brilliant, who 
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